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16 Windows on Qur World

The Legend lives on

In an age when a
generation ol
lechnology Is
probably less than 12
monlhs, s banely
conzaivable thal the
Omni-16 alarm
annunciator has
remained ai tha
forefront of its markea
nicha, flashing its
way into the conirol
rooms of industry
around the world for
meang than 12 years.

Far the benefit of non
Omni-18 usars, the
product is packed full
of wser sslectabls
features that enable
pracicaly any atam
annunciakion
funchion to be accomplishad. i can ba used as a sland-alane
unit, growped infa larga configurations and also linked Yo alkwer
products.

This slar performer owes ils sucoess o @ few facedifts,
upgrades and anhancemants owvar the years, keeping i
cumrent with lschnalagy irands. The mave fram incandiascant
lamps o LEDs heraldad a rew era in reliabilibe. The changs
from side-iit o backlit LED) saw a refum 1o customar-driven
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fagfures. The introduction af a bright blwa LED fulfiled usar
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requirements specificabions and tha addition of
vanaus inpud terminal boards pravided greabe usar
functionality ovar the years.

Wow we are aboul %o inlroduce a new plug-on
terminal board which provides 18 fully inber-channal
iznlated inpuls that ere powered by the %iald loops
themsatvas, The 1500 ¥ms oplo-coupled Ealation
iz idagl for substations and othear alacirically naisy
ervironments and elso anables tha Omni-16 1o ba
applied in safefy circuits where each input is tolally
isalated from the others.

This board wil soan be available in 48vdec and 110
Wdc input warsions, for use in subslations whens
battarias provide thase supplias. The inclusion af an
integral 48%dc power supply compleles the
substation reguirements specificafion.

Whan we introducad tha
transparency printad fascia
iwhere users print their awn texi
amd graphizs), we siopped
talking about ‘engraving' and
cabed it a‘legend
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™ | Loop Powarad
tsolatas LP):
1500 VimTs bolation

Maxitel: 'Flug & Tak'

Elerax and Automabe Ausirala
will nun concumantly 1o hosl aver
12000 visibors al the Melbourme
Exhibifion Centre in Octabar, On
display will be many of tha
procucts amd technologies we
hawe taunched elsewhere in the
sward in the last 12 manths,

The brand new CE approved
Powararm Range of 24 Vdo
nstrument power and e re-
designed Loop Powarad |sclalor
have been well recaived sinca the
launch in May 1928, while the
high-density Maziflax 32 channel
D modules have doubled tha
data acquisition and caontral
capacity af our topBrand.

Windows DOE software puls low-
cost data acouisiion direclly in

your hands, on your deskiop,
Check these out atthe show.
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6-9 October 1998

DAY MATE ... Conet...

Conet has found & niche markel in applications where no ofher
network will go- a true 'd x 4 industrial network’. And what's more it
also has high and low ranges far making sure you getthrough!

Canat Is spacified to run on instrumentation grade twisted pair cable at
G2 500 baud wp fo 10 km bul has baan utilized on hundreds of
installations at shorter distancas whare the cable is nol charactarisad.

The reason for this is that, due fo the high cost of new cable runs, many
plants have to make use of existing unused cables for plant data
communications, whene some of these are unshiglded, ungrounded
and in poar condition. In many cases switching the data rate down fo
7800 bauwd (our low range) taciliates the wse of thase existing cables.
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Whats in a NIM?

(Or acronym for that matter?)

Our mewly released Maxiflex Mebwork Intarface Modulas (NIMs) ara already changing the way the Conet local
arag netwark is deploved in industry. The Niks enablke the Coned netwark 1o be axlendad fo unfmiled distance
and in any direction - two features which overcome the age-cld challenges of excaplionally long runs and
geographically spread aul plants.

Connecting CONET networks in sesies, using NIM's, breaks the 10km limit for end-to-and connectivity. The more

nodes you acd, the furlher you can go - indefinitely! Each Maxifiex node can accommedate up fo 15 NiMs in &
hub-shyle formal 3o thal nefwarks can radiale’ from the hub to e dfarant locations ina pland. Previously it was

Tive Ml Nenvard farerfaoe Viodukes
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necessary loensune fat all nodes on Fe Caonet LAN were very close 1o the main backbona.

Salting up a network is dead easy end Niks can ba infroduced ta any existing Conat LAK installatian whene there
15 a néad 1o branch off ar exfand the nefwaork .

Sowhal's ina NIM? ... Something far and wade, vou'll egrae?

Sasol Fire and Gas alarm System Upgrade

Our recanily launched Maxiflex Metwark Intarace Modules [NIMs) have
facilitated a lame upgrade to two identical fire alarm sysiems 8 the work]
ranawned Sasal ail-from-coal plant in South Africa. The NiMs efectively fom
thir basis af communications hubs which enable 24 separate Comet natworks
o be conmecled in a star lopology. The system links a diversity of Omiflex
equipment including Squaezer talematry units, Maxiflex RTU cutstations and
an Adrail SCADA syslem, with &otal of 4000 10 (2000 inputs, 2000 cutputs).

The criginal fire alarm system was instelled in the early 1980's using the
Microfiex indusiiel compuler system as the networs commuricalions
eortrallar. This is now being raplecad by the Maxifiex system where plug-in
WIMts contral sach of the Canet networks in the diffenent fire alarm zones in the
planl. Inputs are derived primarily from break plass sensors while bocal aulguts
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The system archilechura is aranged in a star lopology with aach nabwork
conmecled 1o a single MIM in tha canfral Maxifax hub. Bacausa the existing
syslem has provsed S0 reliable over the last 15 years, it was decided b retain
the network and data acquisition infrasiructure, only upgrading the hub to
Maxillex. Reasons for usng Maxilex NIMS include the folal daka Ealation
from one netwerk segment 1o anather in the system while at the same fime

enabling a star ispalogy for the spread-oul plant.

Asaparale (as moniloning sysbem also uses informafion acouined fram the fine
dlarm system together with wind spaed and direction, 1o sound alarms in fhe
rekevant pars of the planl, waming personnel of tha danger.

The NT 4.0 besed Adroit SCADA system provides cantral monitosing of the

endire fire alarm sysiem wia & Master and two Slave workstations, If also
provides fe platfoem for an upgrade paih to 2 wider Management Infarmation

System althe plant
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C&ISHOW /57°5"s

Wa launched 8 number of new praducts at the C&l shaw in

Birmirgham during May this year and received a lof of quakity
inquinies from exsling and rew chients. Since fhen we have
experienced a significant incraass in exponts of our product range
ta the UK, meny of which are bourd & oihér destmalions in
Eurape,
Ornrifles; UK PLC, & division of Pariech PLC, has established a
strong presence in the |ast 18 months with an excaliant network of
sub-distrivutors and system infegrators who depand on the pawer
and flexibility of our product range in many of their applications.

it was gratilying o spend a Kie fime with so many of fhesa
customers, irom divesse indusinies inthe UK incuding patrocham,
chemical, nisdear, materals handing, pharmaceutical, waler
ulilities, power ganeration, power distrioufion, aulomoive, mining
and general manufaciuring.

Gary Bradshaw and Bamry Parkes can be contacted in this part of
thue world for any inquiries.
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Hickory Dickory Dock...

The mouse ran up the clock. The clock struck nought, and though you've been taught, you're in for a nasty shock!

What happens one fateful Friday night about 400 and someshing days from now depends entirely on your
diligence and understanding of the dreaded Y2K bug. We have a clearly defined policy for our products
which unarmbiguously tells you what you are likely to encounter when the rest of the word resets to 1900,

=
3 The majority of our products are Y2K compliant by design and we have upgrades Lo cater for the few affected
products which are non- complianl. Wi urge you o get a copy of our Y2K policy docurnent and product
category list from your nearest Omniflex representative.
_ / Otherwise watch out for the farmer's wife with the butcher's knifel

e-mail address
salesrjﬂ;umniﬂeu.nu.za
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